Introduction
Despite a lack of government support, small-scale fisheries still have high socioeconomic relevance along the Brazilian coast, with about one million people involved in this activity (Vasconcellos et al. 2011) . Even in the southeast region, where industrial fisheries account for most landings, the artisanal sector is still responsible for almost 40% of production (Vasconcellos et al. 2007 ). This situation reinforces the importance of understanding, assessing and effectively managing coastal fisheries ). However, statistical data and basic information, including the species richness of fishes caught, are both still scarce and incomplete (Alves et al. 2009 .
In Sã o Paulo state, southern Brazil, most of the fish species inventories conducted have occurred along the northern and central coasts (Braga & Goitein 1984 , Lopes et al. 1993 , Giannini & Paiva-Filho 1995 , Muto et al. 2000 , Gibran & Moura 2012 . Few surveys have focused on the southern to central portion of the Sã o Paulo coast (e.g. Zani-Teixeira & Paiva-Filho 1981) . All of the studies cited were also based on scientific collecting and are therefore not adequate for evaluating the interaction between artisanal fisheries and coastal fish assemblages. This paper provides a checklist of the species of bony fishes (Actinopterygii: Teleostei) caught by small-scale fisheries along the central to south coast of São Paulo state. Comments on the relative abundance and conservation status of the species recorded are also included.
Materials and Methods
This report is associated with a long-term research on the fishery biology of coastal elasmobranchs off southeastern Brazil (PROJETO CAÇ Ã O), started in 1996 (Gadig et al. 2002) . Species were recorded based on weekly sampling from artisanal fisheries that operate along the central to south coast of Sã o Paulo state. The samplings were taken from landings on the ''Praia dos Pescadores'' (Fishermen's Beach), city of Itanhaém (24611'S; 46648'W).
The fishing operations in question cover an area of approximately 600 km 2 , with the cities of Mongaguá and Peruibe making up the northern and southern limits, respectively (Figure 1 ). This region lies within the inner continental shelf, with a mean water temperature of 246C and an average salinity of 34.5 (Freitas & Muelbert, 2004) . The substrate is largely composed of fine sand, with less than 30% calcium carbonate (Figueiredo & Tessler, 2004) . Primary productivity in the region is mainly driven by seasonal upwellings of nutrientrich, cold subtropical waters caused by alongshore winds and by cyclonic vortices that come from the Brazil Current (Bakun & Parrish 1990 , Matsuura 1995 , Vasconcellos & Gasalla 2001 .
This fishery fleet consists of approximately 28 smallmotorized boats (4-10 m long), which fish mainly with gillnets and single shrimp otter trawl nets. Gillnets are made of nylon 
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Continued on next page Betancur-R et al. (2014) , and the species were organized within each family in alphabetical order. The conservation status of the species were based on global (IUCN 2013), national (Machado et al. 2005) , and regional (Sã o Paulo State 2014) levels. Voucher specimens of the some species collected during the study were deposited in the ichthyology collection of the ''Acervo Zooló gico da Unisanta'' (AZUSC), in the city of Santos, Sã o Paulo.
Results and Discussion
A total of 106 species, distributed among 78 genera, 38 families and 20 orders of the Teleostei were recorded (Table 1) over 10 years. The most speciose family recorded was Sciaenidae (19 species = 17.9%), followed by Carangidae (16 = 15.1%), Haemulidae (7 = 6.6%), Ariidae (6 = 5.7%), Clupeidae (5 = 4.7%), and Serranidae (4 = 3.8%).
The number of species recorded is higher than the amounts recorded during previous experimental studies conducted with beach or otter trawl nets in other regions off the coast of São Paulo state. Braga & Goitein (1984) , for instance, recorded 57 species, whereas Lopes et al. (1993) , Giannini & Paiva-Filho (1995) and Muto et al. (2000) recorded 78, 98 species, and 83 species, respectively. When compared to monitoring of fishing activities in adjacent areas, the number of species recorded in this study is approximately 2.5 times higher than that of Bertozzi & Zerbini (2002) , which recorded 42 species off the city of ''Praia Grande''. The difference in terms of number of recorded species in this study is likely related to several factors, including the total area of operation of the fleet surveyed, the fishing gear selectivity, the magnitude of both sampling and fishing effort, and the spatial and temporal distribution of species. In the current study, for instance the fishing operation area and the magnitude of sampling and fishing effort were higher than those previous studies.
Between April 2004 and October 2006, 11,443 fish specimens of 74 species, 59 genera and 31 families were recorded. The southern king weakfish, Macrodon atricauda (Gü nther, 1880), and the gulf kingcroaker, Menticirrhus littoralis (Holbrook, 1847), were the most abundant species, representing 28.03% and 12.48% of the total number of specimens recorded, respectively (Table 2 ). Among the 20 most abundant species, 10 (50%) belonged to Sciaenidae. This finding highlight the abundance of the group in the coastal waters and its relevance to artisanal fisheries. Previous studies conducted off the coast of Sã o Paulo state also reported a relative dominance of Sciaenidae species (Braga & Goitein 1984 , Lopes et al. 1993 , Giannini & Paiva-Filho 1995 , Muto et al. 2000 .
Out of the total number of species recorded, 59 (55.6%) have had their conservation statuses assessed on at least one geographic scale. At the global level, one species was evaluated as Endangered (Epinephelus marginatus), two species were considered Vulnerable (Hyporthodus niveatus and Lutjanus analis) and 12 were considered to be of Least Concern (Table 1) . Regional and national assessments have adopted other categories in addition to those provided by the IUCN. At the national level (on the Brazilian list), eight species were considered Overexploited (Table 1) , whereas in the Sã o Paulo state list, ten species were evaluated as Needing Management Actions, 17 were considered to be Near Threatened, and 27 were categorized as Data Deficient (Table 1) . There is particular concern over the fact that 11 of the most frequently captured species are considered ''Overexploited'' (Macrodon atricauda, Micropogonias furnieri, Genidens barbus) or ''Near Threatened'' (Bagre marinus, Paralonchurus brasiliensis, Cynosciun virescens, Cynoscion jamaicencis, Paralonchurus brasiliensis, Menticirrhus americanus, Menticirrhus littoralis, Paralonchurus brasiliensis), reinforcing the importance of assessment programs and management actions for these fisheries. 
